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Why	does	it	matter?	
	
The	internet	is	a	great	place	to	find	information	and	there’s	so	much	of	it	out	there!	But	it’s	easy	for	
anyone	to	put	up	information	on	a	website,	even	if	they	don’t	actually	understand	the	topic	they’re	
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• !"#$%&'#%$(&#%:+"3(<#%";>#5&(3#%()*"+,-&(")7%Factual	information	should	provided	in	a	
balanced	way	to	show	multiple	viewpoints.	?+%<"#$%&'#%$(&#%"**#+%$1;>#5&(3#%()*"+,-&(")7	
Lots	of	opinions	which	are	not	backed	up	by	references	and	genuine	facts	do	not	make	for	
quality	information.	A	website	for	personal,	political	or	ideological	opinion	may	be	highly	
biased.	

• 8+#%&'#%-+.1,#)&$%/#44@$1::"+&#<7	Are	they	presented	in	a	balanced,	rational	manner?	If	
they’re	not,	the	information	is	probably	biased.	

• Are	there	lots	of	sponsored	links	from	people	trying	to	sell	goods	or	ideas	about	your	topic?	
They	may	be	trying	to	influence	your	opinion,	which	makes	them	biased.	

	
	

	

Is	the	information	up-to-date?	
	
If	you	are	working	on	a	topic	that	requires	recent	information	then	you	need	a	website	that	has	been	
updated	recently.	Even	if	you	are	doing	an	older	topic,	a	recently	updated	website	is	more	likely	to	
be	accurate	because	someone	has	hopefully	corrected	any	mistakes.	
	
Questions	to	ask:	

• ='#)%/-$%&'#%/#;$(&#%4-$&%1:<-&#<7%
• Is	the	site	well-maintained?	!"%&'#%4()9$%/"+97%If	the	links	don’t	work,	the	site	hasn’t	been	

updated	recently.	
• !"#$%&'#%+#*#+#)5#%4($&%()541<#%51++#)&%()*"+,-&(")7	If	the	newest	reference	is	twenty	

years	old,	then	the	information	is	probably	out	of	date.	
	

	
	

Predatory	publishers	
	
“Open	access”	journals	are	available	for	anyone	to	read	if	the	author	pays	a	fee,	so	you	can	read	
them	directly	online.	Many	of	these	are	legitimate,	peer-reviewed	journals	and	make	excellent	
references	for	your	assignments.	Unfortunately,	there	are	some	journals	which	use	the	open	access	
system	as	a	scam	to	make	money.	These	journals	are	usually	not	peer-reviewed	(that	is,	they	haven’t	
been	edited	to	pick	up	mistakes)	and	may	be	blatantly	wrong	or	plagarised.	Referencing	one	of	
these	journals	in	your	assignment	will	not	look	good!		
	
How	to	avoid	fake	journals:	

• A$#%&'#%4(;+-+0%<-&-;-$#$B	The	journals	included	in	the	databases	are	screened	to	keep	out	
predatory	journals.	Google	Scholar,	on	the	other	hand,	may	include	these	journals	because	it	
tries	to	include	everything.	

• !")2&%1$#%+#$#-+5'%*+",%>"1+)-4$%")%C#-442$%4($&:	
http://scholarlyoa.com/2015/01/02/bealls-list-of-predatory-publishers-2015/	
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